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artin Luther King Ir. Day 2000 was the first time
Jiln Keliy ever marched in a parade.It was also the
day hc leamed an importaDt lesson about the

school choicc battle's thre€ volatile componeDtsr power,
mone)', and laith.

Kingt niece, Alvcda King Tookes, had invited Kelly to
assemble school-choicer to march, and parade officials
squeered his group between union march€rs in the lincLLP,
Kelly soon found himsclf surrourrdcd by menbers of his
biggest pol i t ical  opponent,  the Americdn Fcderat ion of
Teachers. Thc juxtaposition preseDted a studyir contrasts.

Itwascold in lanuary, eveD in Atlanla, KiDg's honletown.
Union activists from other statcs wore expensive jnckets

ernblar.oned with their locjl chapter logosand names, hold-
ing br ight v inyl  banners. Kel ly 's t iny cont ingent,  on thc
othcr hard, skNd shiveriDg in their "Eirly HOPE foI Kids'
T'shirLs and held .r rrakcshift bnnner {nd a few signs that
said "Let Our Childrcn Go." It was rn un inrpressile sighl.

'Al l  of  a sudden," Kel ly said, " thc r ighteousness and
rationality ofour c.rusc see ed out ofpln€e. We were going
to bc all steak whcn wc ne€ded to be allsizzlc.'

Thcn thc nr ir ic le happcDed. A boy named Brant ley
stepped out ofthc crowd.

"l don't koow llflrntl€y's hst nalne," Kelly remcmbered.
''Like nrcst angch scnt by God, hc didn t u$e his last nunre,
.rnd Idi . ln ' t . rsk."

'Are you mlrching for school choicc?" BrantJey askcd.
lle rushcd ollto round rp morc supporlers.

Thcn.ijrnrc r won n who ht'd broughr her chikircn.'nd
somc l i iends to !v^rch the paradc. Kcl ly asked hcr i f  shc
believed thrt bw-income parents should be fbrcecl to serld
ihcir  k i(h to l : r i l ing schools or i f  thcy shorLl t l  bc given r l1
opt ion. ' fhc ncw rcclui ts quickly put on thc " l ' -shir tsas thc

been an embarrassment now becanle cy€-catching. \\rho
wouldn't notice the frcczing, shouting, homemade enthusi
Asts beside the slick union rent-a-marchers?

"Does the governorsceus?" Blantley asked.
lim Kelly squinted into the.eviewing stands just as the

governor embraccd his special guests, Teamstcr GeDeral
President lames Hoffa and AFL CIO Prcsident lohn
Swe€nel-.

Maybe Dot.

The orlgins of the Debate
The school choice controvcrsy isn't a new onc. lt slrrted iD
1875, with U.S. Senator lames Blaine, a Republican from
Maine. Blaine failed to get .r federal law through Congress
barring public money from going to religious institutions,
despite the support  of  the ant i-Cnlhol ic Know-Nothing
P0rtyancl PresidcDt Ulysses S. Grnnt.

But i f  the U.S. CongLcss demurred (thc bi l l  nearly
passed), many states $'ere less shy, workirg whut came to be
known as 'Bhine ADrendnrcnts" into their strtc constitu
tions. And so Blainc\ rnti-Catholic lcgacy passed indircclly

Cathol ics seenlcd to l9th-century Protcstdnts to be .r
c lcar threat to the Anrcr icai  characler.  Crlhol ics were
strrngc pcople wilh slr.tngc ways. They wcrc swrrthy ancl
uncorth. Thcy prnyed lo sl{lucs. They sworc illcgirDce to
thc popc.

Al lhc s.rme liNc, cl.ruscs brnnntS stllc nruty for reli-
gious schools wcrer ' t  . r  thrcnt to Protest ints.  For publ i .
school st udents nt the time, the King Jonre$ lliblc wirs ir texi-
bool(  fbr reLigion incl  history, !nd Pft) tcst i rnt  hymns l ike
"H,rq trrc.rr ' l  h, 'Lr Arr" w(r(  {rng in rrrrL ' i .  !1.N..

'At lirst, wc were a shy bunch;'Kclly suid. ThcD
Brnntley lxgnn to chant, "Lat our chiklrcn go!"
Thc rest jo incd in.  As the srrnl l  cont ingcot
passed by, scorcs oltnmili€s hring thc parnde
rolrte loined in thc bnttle cryr "Let our chil
drcn go, let  oLrrchi ldrcn gol l twdsrmomcnt
ofenrotional powcr worthy of King hirnsell
'l'he littleb,nd of I8 walked tall, calling out for
l iberty and just ice trorD a system st icked
against them. Thc big union marchers shiftcd
uncomfortably in their new jackets.

Th€r it came time to march in front of
Georgia Governor Roy Barn€s. K€lly posi-
iioned the small group front and center
at the reviewing stand. What had
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Thepublic school logic oftle tiDre sawno contradiction
in this. The schools wefen't promoting r reljgioni they were
just honoring the Christ ian values fundamental  to the
,{merican character. But the reliance on Prctestant doctrinc
and revisionist history created a clil]late hostile to Catholics.
It would soon backfire and create a climate hostile to Protes-

In the 20th century, a new public school ethos arose, the
cthos of lohn Dewe)', wh o \\rrcte in Denocrccy and Eauca-
rior (l916), "Ultimately and philosophically, scicnce is the
organ ofgeneral social progress."

Not faith. Not chaflty. "Science" an expansive word
thr! for Dewey entailed sccularisnl. Throughout the 20th
century, the Protcstdnt hold on the public schools unrav-
eled. Public schoollerdcrs bcgrn to adopt a fiercely secuLar
ethos. The wedgc the world was drivirrg betwecn rcligious
belief and daily life was ranrnred through the s.hools, too.

That leayes us, a lifetimc l.rtcr, with a ginnt battle still
underwa)a lim Kelly is on thc Fontline, ofthat 6ght. Hisskn y
is the storlofthe school-choice rnovenent in Arcrica todAy.

A Materlal World
Iin Kclly knows a lot abr)Lrt the powcr ofmon€y. ID the Inrc
1980s, he was a trx l {wyer i rnd estate planner,  helping the
extrenely aftlLrent nunrge their money. llut he rcnched a
t l rrning point in his ldi th l i te.

"l prayed tr lot about |l)y c.rreer," hc cxplaiDed, "how to
use my talenls to betlcr serve ch rist."

The practi(? oflaw had.hanged, he said. The clunding,
hwyer-ns-hero role dtnt was poxiblc to nnagine before thc
1980s was less plau\ible in the age of lxrge plaintiffverdicts,
nrerger rnanjd, ltnd the money oftered by invesheDt baDk-
ing. "Now,.utoncys thought oflhe profcssion as a plnce to
n)ikc N lot ofmoney rather th D a place to be of servicc to
iheir fellow man," Kelly said, And all.long, whilethepayofis
were increasinS for ltwyers and busincssmei,
public€d(cation w.s experiencing I lree fal[.

Tired ofbillable ho(rs and the lilestyles of
the rich and famous, Kelly re€onsidered his
life. The answer came simply. "Christ," Kelly
asked, 'is ahere a simpler way, a more cnring
\r,.ry? You look at the cross and that's itl' He
decided he needed to "make a silcrific€ to
make the world a little less rndterialistic."
And so he used his conncct ions to
found the Georgia Community
Foundat ion, which provides
charitnble seryices-including
scholarships to the poor

As Jim Kelly was be€oming
disgusted with tbe material-
ism of the suburbs, a woman

in urban Atlanta namcd Marie LaDrbert was coming to the
same concl!$ions about life in thecity.

Around her neighbdrhood, the single mother savs, too
much money is spent in "bars of ill repute."

"l think itl iust a *?ste," lnmbert says. "The liquor and
the lotter]., I'm not really opposed to a cocktail hour Rut I
think too much emphasis goes into liquor and the lottery."
Lambc( wanted something else for her daughters. "I'm \.ery
thrift]', and I'd rather theyDot have dllthe Tommy Hilfigers
and all thatl'instead, Lambert always worked "a job and a
htlf" to put moneyinto their educatioD.

By giving scholarships to the LAmberts, Kelly was able to
lllfill a drean. He could makc the L.rmberts'lile a littlc e.N-
ier. Seeing the frLLits ofhis work nade him "a man wrth a
mission" not iust to reach r Icw inner cit,r'lamilies with
scholarships but to make the gov€nr Drent relbrm a "separate
and rnequal" cducat'on systenr.

ACnthol icwhohashisown.hi ldren in Cathol icschools,
Kelly'almost takes it pcrsonally that so rrany kids are stuck
h failing schoo1s," observed SusaD L.rcccttiMvers, an editor'
ial board mcnrber of th e ,4 /h r/.r ./ol]r'rrl belore ll Decil)tc
tlle At.l tn lou n.tl-CoIstirrrio, hs( ycrr.

Whcn Iftlly lbunded thc Gcorgir Cornnrunity Found{-
t ion in 1991, he wrs in thc r igh! pl lce at the r ight t imc.
At l intn's r ise in the 1990s he\rcd him i lu i ld a foundat ion
worth millions. As a succcsslirl ldwycf, Kclly kn€w rich pco-
plc in Atlantn! suborbs. Now, he got to Drcet poor people
tionr Atlanta's urban pmjccts-lirst rs i beDefactor be.ring
scholnrships, Inter ns n beggarnsking for heh building politi
cal stlpport.

Chrrter schools were Kelly's fi$t nlijor legislative crusade.
Thc charter school idcd $'0s youlrgwhen Kcllystrrted his

louDdrtion-1991 urs thc yciu Minnesol. pdssed the first
chArter school hw, with Caljfonri.r lbllowingsuitirr 1992. Bt

1995, 19 states had sigred
hws al lowing special

schools that could ignore

I.na |.rl!art ,rd n.| a,|!tff|!,
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certain public school regulations in order to meet the needs BtLt if lim KellI is right, they're both wrong. His auda
of specific coDnnun ities. Kellir spent his Thanksgiving vaca- cious l] fl icrls brief sits on the d€sks of U. S. Slrprcme Court
tion in r996 drafting a charter school bill. At that time in jrNtic€s who heard arguDrents abort the constitutionality of
Georgia, public schools corLld be .oDveried to charter voucher proSrams in Februnry. (Their decision will come in
schools, but n o ne'! charter schools could be starled. Jun e-see page 1 0. ) Urhen faced with the question "Should

Kel ly 's bi l l  wouid change al l that.  Sovernmcnt fund rel igion?" Kel ly answcred simpl lr  I t
Then state selator Clay Land-now a Bush-dppoinled alrcndydoes,

federrl judgc-introduced the bill to the Ccorgid state legjn To illustratc this point, Kelly's brief describes last ycart
lature and needed to drum up srLpport. So Kelly herded to ann(rl govcrnor's su mit on chnracter education in Cleve
rhe D eighborhoods where he would 6nd his best:rlljes in the land, Thele, public schinl tcachc$ were taught methods for
flght for school choice. He met Louise \{illey, i 70-ycar-old incr,rlcaiing a ptrticLLlar kiild of piety. According to glLidc-
veter:rn of civil rights batdes an d the prcsidcnt of one of dre lin cs prcnr otcd at the summit, teachers are to "hclp 

-vo|Lng
oldcst public housing commlLnitics
tu Geotgia.

she had the laith.
Kelly describcdwhat happeDed irr

January when Clay Land told him
that, without a Democratjc cospoD
sor, his chrrter school initiative was
headed for ccrtrm defeat.

"Cla)'cnlled 
'ne 

al I l:00 a.m.," he
remembered. "At I  l :30,  I  cal led
tnuise Wntley. At l:00, David Scotl-
oDe ofthe nrost pot{erflLl bhck lcSis-
lators in Georgia-called Clay Land
and said he would cosponsor the
chirter s.hool bill."

Lrnd was srrpr ised. "But don' t
you want toseethe bi l l  f i rst? '

"l don't need to see it," Scott siid. "Louisc Wndcy irlst through Character Mucatidl."
called me."

Kelly got h is chn rter school bill.
School choice showed gr€at legisl.rtivc promisc iD thc Intc

1990s, and various forms of the policy bec.rnrc law iD conr-
munities nationwide. Its purest forn, vouchcrs, c.tnrcto Mil
w:rukcc 

^nd 
Cl€v€land in 199s. MilwaLLke€'s passcd m(Lstcr

with the state Supr€me Court in 1998 and is now thriving.
The Cleveland version, on the othcr hrlnd, got sl$pendcd bya
judg€ tive days b€fbre Ch ristmas in 1999, le ving ncnrLy 4,000
families suddenly in doubt as to where their children would
be going to school after the Christnras holiday.

Their  fate wi l l  be sealed in this y€ar 's session of the
Supreme Court. So that's wh€re Kellyw€nt.

Accorcling to Kellyt bricf, the character-education move
Jlm Kelly'S Blg ldea nrent thnt nowexists in publicschools throughout the coun
Two camps oppose vouchers for m utually exclusive reasons. try mclns that uxprycrs already fund the promotion of "a
on the one hand, there are the shut-God-out types who are set of behAvbrs and beliefs." So, why cnn't they fund
alraid ofwhat will happen to our society if poor Atlican- Catholic b€haviors Andb€liefs?
Arnerican fa ilies spend public moneyon dre Ln bofcod
School f i r  Bapt ist  Boys. On the other hard, thcrc rrc I  BaCk tO the Bf ief
healt\ numbcr of Catholics wh o fear wh nt coLrlcl hApp€n if Whcn rcligion and daily ljfe were split apart in Anericnn
the government spert its money ot Our Lady of Mo(nt public schools, the unintended consequences were disas-
Carmel High. Ifthe secularists are right, thc Church is tlous. Anrerican corporations havc seen the effect in the dif:
poiscdto overyower the state. If the religion ists ar€ right,the ficulty they have finding honest, disciplined employees with
Church is no mat.h for the state. a hea)thy wor k cthic. Doctors have seen it in the explosion of

uouchers hcve farllen

f||tt on thelr foces in

strt€ tegislotutes. | tnd An cd"': ' |r ion con erer'e hould
rot  Lrc.ornplcte n r thout exhau' t

Stite polting booths, iDglv long toPic titles' aDd Kcllv duti
'  ful ly recorded the ones used at the

eyen tUath gUbU?bOn sunrmit. They sound l ike retreal
trrcks ot Our lrdy ofthe Whi$PeriDg

rnoney rtnd cltt/ mUSCI€ woods: "wcaving Mornl and E'no-
tiurttl Litcricy iDto the Fabric ofthe

behind them. school Comnrunity," "Creatins a
Cnring Cukure,' "llu'lding Char.'ctcr
School-widc," "N.rvigating the Heart

people develop into carirg, respect
ful ,  responsible indlv iduals who
rr)ake positive choices bascd on ethi
ca1 rcasoning and a well developed
sense of service, c iv ic involvcment
and pbiJrnthropy."

PaDelistsal$o learned about thc model "charncter-educa-
tion missio'i' of Clevcl.tnd'.s lohn Marsh.'ll High School:

When we at John Mnrshal l  ident iS persons as
havinS "good charact€r," we are saying that thcy
adhcrc to a sct of reirviors nrd Delie| which our
culturc commonly holds as desirable. Our goalis
to producc citizcns who are€quipp€d with all the
ski l l  reeded k) thr ive in the 21st ccntury. we
bclievc this includes krot'ing that which is right
a d good, destring these oftribnes and a.tittg upa n
rrcn. Iemphasisnddedl
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vencrcirl diseases and emotionnlproblenN. Police knorv it rU

So do Ohio's public schools. As Kellyputs it in his bri€l,
"Facirrg a crisis ol ch aracter arno r) g youth that isattriLrutable
in signi f icant part  1()  a decades-long nbsence of ef i ict ive
cbrr c ler formation widr in their  schools,  Ohio publ ic
schtrol ollicials have enbriccd chrracter education rnd ser-
vice leurning modcls simjlar to thosc lor which privatc reli-
giorLs schools are renorvncd." BLrt, in so doing, Kellv argucs,
''the St.rt€ ot Ohio conpels stud.nts and their families who
Lrnnot rfford tuition at the priyntc rcligious schools ol(hcir
rhoicc to pirrticipate iD public school rcligious irstruction,
conmunity service projccts, rnd school $jdc c€lebratiors
(hrr rcsenrble thc:rctivitjes of rr rirll-llcdged parish commLL-
nity or civic organization."

The question before the High Couit is whether A Clev€
land program that giles the low income pffents ofaboul
,1,000 students private-school vouchers ofup ro 52,500 per

)'cir is tartamount to the establishment ofan oflicial rcligioD.
The Court need only look at what the state is nlready funding.

"I support public school character edrLcation," Kelly strys.
"However, Dotwhcn prblic schools aLe granted a moIx)poh
or charac ter education. Thirt's establishmcntl'

Leglslative Losses
Kellv and other vouchersupporters now hang their hopes on
the Cou . That's uDdersiandirblc. Vouchers halc lillclr flal
on their faces in statc lcgislahrres, and state polling booths,
even with suburbrn nnrrcy rnd city lrusclc bchind thcrn.
Even with ChLLrch suppolt.
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There's a reason for that, says Peg Lulsil, who heads the
National Parents Commission education apostolate in John-
storvn, Pennsylvanla. As a three-time candi&te for governor
of Pennsyivania, she has Iearned that the campaign for
vouchers is a losing cause. "It unjtes your opposition and
divides your base," she explains. "When yo!l talk about
vouchers, you are directly attacking what the NEA would
consider its power base." The union doesn't just have a big
parade budget. In an election, it can turn out money and
voters Like few others.

Conversely, vouchers support is like lim Kelly's ldgtdg
band of civil rights marchers, she said. The enthusiosts are
hard-pressed to find sustained backup. The natural corr-
st i tuer l ts,  poo! parents, have no
rnoney and no time. And those who
do have the money are divided orl the
issue. Some parents mistrust govern
meDt mo,reyand dont want it in d1c
Cathollc schook. Others simply don't
have a problem with public schools nr
the first place. Most simpl,Y haven't
bccn taught that they have an obligi
tion to provide a Ctrtholjc cduc.rtion
totheirkids.

This political rcality turncd rvhat
had first looked likc a surcfirc "com-
passionate conservative" t{inner ;nto
a ballot-box bomb by the year 2000.
Eleven months after Kclly nrarched
in At lanln, vouchers wcnt down lo

Some pt|r€nts rnlstrust

goY€lnment money lnd

don't w|tnt it in the

Gntholic schools. Others

slmply don't hore |'

prollem with puDlic

3ChOO|S in the first plsce.

It must be said that while this teaching motivates pa rerts
like the Lamberts and Kelys to embrace Catholic schools, it
convinces other parents to avoid them. Itl not necessarily
true, some critics sat that a Catholic school will give their
childreD an authenticdly Catholic educrtion. And the prob'
lem of secuhrization rt Catholic secondary schools, they
arg(e, willonlyget worse rrith vouchers.

Patrick Reilly, head ofthe Cardinal Newman Soci€q',
which pronlotes Catholic identity in higher education, h
faniliar with the argument that govemment funding forces
secularizatior on academia.It doesn't convince him. "Take a
close look at Cadrolic colleges and univer sities which receive
large amounts offederal and state funds," he argued. "Their

secularization over the past 4p ,vears
has had very little to do witl €lov-
ernment discrimination and nlich
more to do with voluntary decisions
to follow prevailing treDds irr higher
educat ion." Br igham Young,. foi
exarrple, hasn't been secularized by
i ts wi l l i r rgness to receive govern-
Drent nroDeI,It simply refuses to be.
Crtholic schools, Reilly saF, should
bc aware ofthe threat ard use the
Dight of a natjonwjde nenvork of
fuInilies to shape the laws that safe-
guard identity.

ncar total defeat in referendums in California-whcre they
had few friends-and Michigan, wherc DctroitisAdnnr Cirr-
dinal Maida pulled out alL the stops to promotc thcm.

rhe catholic Duty
I f  more parents were l ike Marie L.rnrbert ,  school choice
wouldbe issue numbeione in ArDericr.  She undcrstnnds rhc
nnportanceofa Catholic educrt ion. "lt's hard t<r be C.rtholie
in At lanta," she srys. "ADd i t 's horr ibl€ to be black in. l
Catholic in Adantal'

Lanrbert s motivation tor sending her children (o Clrtholic
school isn't a personalwhim. Thc dlLtylo cducrtc chiLdrcn iu
the fai th is a teaching the Cathol ic Church has rertefated
throughout the 20th ceDttny.T\e Cutechit t ol the Cuthalic
Cfirl/ci neatly sums itrlP in paragraph 2228r 'As fhfrs possi-
ble, pareDts have the duty ofchoosing schools that will bcst
help then in theirtaskas Christian eclucators. Public authori-
ties have the duty ofguararteeing this parental righl.tnd of
ensuringthe concrete conditions lbr its exercise "

opnodh nage, tho U.S. Sufiene Co||lt. Fro roll, fiom l€ft, .rroclata lut.
ttaea ftbnii Scrtia tnd John paulgtarcN, ChiafJr9tita |Illllrn il, n!hn.
quist, and arrociah l$tkar Sandra D,y0'Connfi and mthont rcnildy,
lrcl rcru, fioir l€ft, rrso.irt. irdir€r Ruth Irdlr Ghrbur!, Druld Sortar,
ClarunoaTnOn||3,andSlanhanBnyllPh.r.snrhrrR.hi,LlsL N$.SD,iLli
\)n;m nnn lor. (nft$y oiih. su}rknr rouiofthe Liriid sr.rd

It's ADout the Poor
For liD Kclly, thc school vouchcr

questi(D is'r't trtlout delivering rnoney to Catholic schools
rn),!vrvi it s ilbout dclivcring educrtion to people like the

"The sitlLation was so desperate, edLrcati<nal\', in urban
conrmunit ies thiLt  rnyone who came speaking the truth wtN
lvclcomcd with open rrfts," hc rememberc. "They've been
frlLstrAted tirr25 )€ars. It'.s .rlnr ost like benrg led out ofEgypt.
The exodusstory is avery powerirl analogy to vouchers."

Th.rt's rvhit keeps hiDr squintingat books late at night as
he does legal work on behalf  of  school choice. And that s
whrt put hinr on the streets ofAthntx in a T-shirt in winlcr,
ch:rntnrg "Lct oLLr chi ldrcn gol"  over the sound of the
whistling union hordes.

Stacey Lanrbert  is why. The 14 year old says her l i fe
would bc vcry di l i i rcnt i f  shc had bccn st(ck in publ ic

" l'he people there," she snys girgerl)', not me.rning to
offcld, "would bc nTorc...not good to h,rve as friends." She
searchcd fbl the right ivords to explaln. "Thev would have
alrcadylcarncd a 1ot ofthings that aren't goodl'

LifeatCatholic schoolis more like life at homc. "Wc pray
lol in our hone, and rle pr'.ry in the car wheD rve re about

to go somewhere," Stacy s:ys. 'And at M.rdst, we pra),every
nrctning at school." i
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